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INDEXES OF THE COST OF LIVING 


November 1942 


The figures following will bring uo-to-date the table on 
page 7 in your copy of "Description of the Official Cost of Living 
Index" prepared by the Statistics Sranch, Reseerch Section! 


(1935-39 = 100) 


Index % Increase 
November 1942 over August 1939 
Total Cost of Living 118.6 BT a 
Food 132,4 hy 
Rent Bide {e2 
Fuel and Lighting deg Ua 
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INDEXES OF THE COST OF LIVING 


February 1943 


The figures following replece the table which was formerly 
issued as a monthly supplement to page 7 of your copy of "Description 
of the Official Cost of Living Index", prepared by the Statistics 
Branch, Research Section, 


(1935~39 = 100) 
February, 1943 


January, 1943 Increase Increase 
Index Index Over Aug.1939 Over Oct,1941 
ene 886 Semen ra eases ee 
Total Cost of Living ci ug 116.9 16.0 1.2 
Food 127.3 126.7 2766 208 
Rent ee hee: ae a rae. eid 
Fuel and Lighting 12,8 na 13,8 % 
Clothing 120.2 12027 20.0 P 
Home Furnishings & Services 117,8 117.8 a6,7 ot 
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Miscellaneous 107.5 107.5 boas: ‘ 


March 12, 194%, Statistics Branch, Research Section, 
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INDEXES OF THE COST OF LIVING 


January 1943 


The figures following replace the table which was formerly 
issued as a monthly supplement to page 7 of your copy of "Description 
of the Official Cost of Living Index", prepared by the Statistics Branch, 


Research Section, 


(1935-39 = 100) 


December, 1942 

Index 
Total Cost of Living 11,8 
Food Lcee 
Rent a We a, 
Fuel and Lighting 112.5 
Clothing 120.2 
Home Furnishings & Services 117, 
Miscellaneous LOT ee 


February 16, 1943 


# 
~ Jan 194 
Increase Increase 
Index Over Sess Over Oct, 1941 
% 
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEX NUMBERS FOR CAWADA, 3.91,3-1942 


; This bulletin provides a complete historical record of monthly Dominion cost-of- 
living index numbers from 1913 to 1942 on the base 1935-1939=100. It also contains brief con- 
mentaries on cost-of-living changes during the war of 1914-1918 and the present war. This 
publication will replace the cost-of-living section which ordinarily would have been included in 
the printed annual report Prices and Price Indexes for 1941 and 1942. The printed report has 
been discontinued temporarily as an economy measure. 


REVIEW OF COST-OF-LIVING MOVIMENTS, 1933-1942 
(1935-1939-100) 


Living costs prior to the outbreak of war in 1914 were substantially lower than they 
have been at any subsequent period to the end of 1942. This fact hag been overlooked by some 
commentators making comparisons of actual commodity prices during this war and for the correspond- 
ing period of the last war. Although price increases were generally much greater during the first 
three years of the last war than in the three years ending December, 1942, some of them at the 
end of 1917 remained lower than corresponding prices at the end of 1942. In 1914, however, these 
same prices were relatively much lower than in August, 1939. 


The Dominion cost-of-living index in August, 1914 was 79.6. It varied but little 
from this level until the end of 1915, but from then until July, 1920 an almost unbroken rise in 
prices occurred which reached a peak level of 150.6. The ensuing reaction was also very sharp, 
carrying the index down to an average of 120.4 for 1922. This index which represented the post- 
wor stabilization level was more than 50 p.c. higher than the pre-war level. The period of 
stable prices continued until 1930, when a further severe decline began. Ewen at the lowest 
point reached, however, (93.3 in May and June, 1933) the index remained well above 1914 levels. 
Subsequent recovery was irregular; the highest point reached was 103.1 in August, 1958, and the 
August, 1939 level of 100.8 was more than 20 points above the August, 1914 index. There was an 
almost immediate upturn of about 3 points after the ovtbreak of war, but, as occurred in the 
last war, no evidence of a sharp sustained advance could be observed for more than a year after 
hostilities commenced. Such a rise appeared to be developing in 1941, but it was effectively 
checked by the imposition of a general price ‘ceiling’ in December, 1941. After advancing 7.8 
pointe in 1941 to 115.8 for December, the index mounted by only 3.0 points in 1942. The 
corresponding rise in 1917 was over 14 points. 


ARATIVE COST-OF-LIVING MOVEMENTS, 19)4-1917 = 


Movements in living costs during the first two years of both wars offer a marked © 

parallel. In both cases there was an immediate advance of approximately 3 pointe* followed by 

a period in which no significant change occurred. In the firet war this continued until the 
fall of 1915, while in 1940, a gradual advance commenced in March. However, the net increase 
of 3.4 pointe from January, 1915 to January, 1916 compared closely with the 4.4 point advance 
between Jamary, 1940 to Jamary, 1941. In 1916 and 1941, the rate of increase accelerated 
‘during the latter half of the year, and by November, the 1916 index on a pre-war base was 116.1 
bes compared with 115.4 for November, 1941 on the base August 1939-100. From then on, the 

parallel was broken. In 1917, living costs continued sharply upward, while in 1942 the increase 


; The 
* In 1914. the wartime increase dates from July inetead of August as in the present war. 
cost-of-living index rose from 78.6 in July to 80.9 in October, 1941 (1935-1939=100). 
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was emall, although upward adjustments in 'ceiling' prices for beef and potatoes resulted in an 

advance of about 2 pointe in the second half of the year. ‘Thie was almost balanced by a decline 
in January, 1942, due to govermental. action to reduce prices for milk, tea, coffee, and oranges 
by means of subsidies and an import duty reduction on oranges. On a pre-wer base, the Jamvary, 

1942 cost-of-living index of 116.2 compared with a January, 1918 index of 137.2. 


CONTRIBUTICN OF BUDGET GROUPS TO COST-OF-LIVING INCREASES, AUGUST, 1939-~DECEMBER, 1942 


Tatle I, showe the contribution of each budget group to the increase in points record- 
ed by the cost-of-living index from August, 1939 to December, 1942, The net effect of the move- 
ments of each group upon the total index between August, 1939 and December, 1942 is shown in the 
first column. In the other columns the total change is broken down into three shorter periods. . 
The gecond column shows changes between August, 1939 and March, 1941, when the economy was in 
_ process of reorganization to | war basis, and pressure on retail prices wae yet to become heavy. . 
The third column liste the effects on the index of the strong upward surge of prices between 
March and November, 1941, when it aeemed that the inflationary spiral was commencing as it had in 
the similar period of 1916. The fourth column gives group eontributione to index changes from 
November, 1941, the month preceding the imposition ef the price ‘ceiling’, to December, 1942, 


fable 1. Contribution of Budget Groups +o Changes in the Cost-of-Living Index, 
August, 1939-December, 1942. 
(Changes are expressed as points added to the Total Index) 


a oe See ee eS 


Aug. 1939-Dec.1942]| 


Aug.1939-Mar.1941 Mar.1941-Nov.1941 Nov.1941-Dec.1942 


Budget Group 40 Months 19 Months 8 Months 13 Months 

Foods + 10.45 + 3.04 + 2.8 

Dairy Products ..--. |+ 2.86 + 1.67 + 0.28 + 0.41 

BQea: 6s sea bows deen, /p # debe |= 0.25 + 1.55 + 0.22 

Meats and Mesh ..... |+ 3.75 1+ 0.65 pe ee Wy + 0.93 

Cereale ....--- ieee) |e Ocha 1+ 0.38 + 0.03 + 0,02 

Dry Groceries ...-. - 1+ 1.09 + 0.56 + 0.46 + 0.07 

Vegetables ....-<- os + 0.28 @ 0.09 + 0.09 + 0.28 

Frutti sicicisc +e cas ase + 1.02 1+ 0.12 + 0.83 + 0.37 
Fuel and Lighting ..-- + 0.84 | + 0.60 + 0.01 
Rentals ...... ohn wath + lis 26: | + 0.70 | + 0.03 
Clothing ...--2+-esse0 + 2.41 + 1.68 + 0.02 
Homefurnishings and 

Services ....+2s+s<6 + 1.80 + 0.95 - 0202 
Miscellaneous ........ | +1.4 + 0.33 + 0.16 
Index Increase in 

Pointer hepeeon ee ry 417.9 | + 7.3 + 2.5 


The outstanding feature of this statement is the predominant and steadily {increasing 
influence of foods on the movements of the index. Over the whole wartime period, this group has 
contributed 10.45 points or 58.4 p.c. of the total increase. Its shere in the August, 1939-March, 
1941 period was 3.04 points, 41.6 pec. of the total. From March, 1941 to November, 1941, it 
caused 63.1 pec. of a total rise of 8.1 points; and between November, 1941 and December, 1942, of 
a 2.5 point increase, foods were responsible for 92.0 p.c. 


Meats and fish have made the largest contribution to the change arising from foods 
in every period except that from Auguet, 1939 to March, 1941. Then,55.2 p.c. of food's share in 
the change in the index was derived from dairy products. In that period, meats and fish con- 
tributed 21.4 p.c. of food's share; from March to November, 1941, 42.5 p.c.; from November, 1941 
to December, 1942, 40.4 p.c.; and over the whole forty months, 35.9 p.c. Between Auguet, 1939 
and March, 1941, dry groceries contributed 18.4 p.c. of foods 3.04 point increase, in response to 
coffee, tea and sugar price changee. The only decrease recorded by food sub-groups were in the 


payin aa 1941 period, when eggs and vegetables each brought the index down a fraction 
a point. . 


Other budget groups have all advanced since August, 1939, but only clothing has added 
to the index by more than two points. Clothing added 2.41 points, or 13.5 p.c. of the index's 
increase from August, 1939 to December, 1942, Of the increase ascribed to clothing, 1.66 points 
were added between August, 1939 and March, 1941. The fuel and light contribution of 0.84 points, 
constitute the smallest group edidition to the index's 17.2 point rise. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IM INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES AND SERVICES. AUGUST, 1939-DECEMBER, 1942 


‘ Although the total cost-of-living index advanced by only 17.9 p.c. from August, 19% 
to December, 1942, a substantial number of index items have increased by much more than this 
amount. Conversely, a considerable number of important living requirements hare changed very 
little. Public reaction to the index undoubtedly has been influenced by the fact that come of 
the largest increases have occurred for items which are purchased frequently, while other iz- 
portant items that produce only occasional expenditures have risen very little. The following 
foods, for example, have acvanced by more than 50 p.c.: butter, cheess, stewing beef, veal, 
finnan haddie, salt, lard, tea, and oranges. On the other hand, 26 of the 37 items in the 
miscellaneous index, either remained unchanged or increased by less than 10 p.c. This group 

' represents 23 p.c. of the total index budget, and includes items such as hoepital fees, life 
insurance premiums, doctors’ fees, etc., which are paid infrequently and have changed very little 
since 1939. 


Only in the food and homefurnishings groups did.a majority of items advance by more 
than 20 p.c. Rent, fuel and lighting, and miscellaneous items forming 48 p.c. of the indsx 
budget included only four items recording an increase of more than 2 p.c. Howsver, 24 of the 
44 food items advanced by more than 30 p.c. and 12 rose by more than 5O p.c. 


Table 2. Distribution of Percentage Changes in Prices of Individual Items in the 
Cost-of-Living Index, August, 1939-Jamuary, 1942 
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Decreases 2 = | 

No Change 6 1 = i 

Increases | 
Ol - 49-pec.}| 25 4 o ~ ~ 4 i? 
ee eg 15 . 2 2 4 3 4 
000 = 14.9 * 19 4 - 1 6 3 5 
o5cO se 19.9 * 16 3 * - 9 2 2 
Ho.0 | = 324.9 * 14 = - - 3 e 3 
25.0 - 29.9 " 12 5 - 3 3 | o 
H.0 ee MN 5 2 - - 2 1 - 
55.0 =. 39.9 " 7 6 ~ - - 1 - 
a0 = 44.9 * 4 4 - a M 

> 45.0 a AD. 9 - - - ~ - 

> 50.0 + " 12 12 - - = 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN INDIVIDUAL, COMMODITIES AND SERVICES, NOVEMBER, 194) -DECEMEER, 1942 


: Te effectiveness of price control during this period ie indicated by the fact that 
only 10 of 139 items increased by 10 p.c. or more. These 10 items without exception, had deen 
‘a subject of authorized increases, or were specifically exempt from 'celling' price regulations. 
~eg 


> 


t, 


4. 


They included certain cuts of beef, veal, lamb, finnan haddie, butter, potatoes, and lemons. 
From the statement following, it may be noted that 43 items were unchanged during this period, 
and 33 declined in price by small amounts. Among the 63 increases, 33 were for less than 2 p.c. 


fable 3. Distribution of Percentege Changes in Prices of Individual Items in the 


Decreases 
Ost od 1.9 Pe Co 3 
250 oe SeSu" eS 
4.0 = 6.9 % a 
6.0. Ve ro" a 
8,0 = 9.9 8 2 
10.0 + . - 
No Change 15 
Inereaseg 
0.1 aa 1.9 Pe Go 14 
2.0 = 309 8 3 
4.0 —_ 5.9 6 2 
Pe ey 4” = 
8.0 -—| 9.9,." a 
10.0 + : - 
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Table 4. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers? Canada, 1913-1942 


(1935-1939=100) 
SS ee SS 
Total Food ‘Fuel Rent Clothing Sundries 
Index Index Index Index Index Index 
fe ee Oe ne Oe COL ov, Fe, Pe. ae ED 
SOE atretle Sie oo Si vie-'s! a took 89.1 ler 74.2 87.4 69.6 
1914 - January ..... 79.9 93.3 75.92 yg | 87.4 69.6 
February .... 80.1 93.7 75.2 Veol 87.4 69.6 
Eel. cuca 36 79.6 92.3 75.9 71 87.4 69.6 
BOER wesie s » 6 78.9 90.0 7529 Veek 87,4 69.6 
DNEE fais aaahesk oe @ 78.5 89.0 74.9 72.1 87.4 69.6 
June ooeseeeece 78.3 88.1 74.8 V2el 87,4 69.6 
POLS is sake 6 6 6 78.6 88,9 74,9 72.1 86.3 69.6 
August cccsee - 79.6 92.0 75.0 721 88.3 69.6 
September ... 80.2 93.6 74.6 72.1 89.2 69.6 
October ..... 80.9 95.9 74.8 72.1 89.2 69.6 
November eevee 80.8 95.4 74.8 uf Ae I ‘90.1 69.6 
December eooe 80,8 95.2 74,8 F201 90.2 69.6 
Gal) cscs eo : 79,7 92.2 faloys bl Taek 88.3 69.6 
1915 — January ..... 80.7 95.6 74.8 69,8 91.8 69.6 
February ...- 80.8 95.5 74.5 69.8 93.5 69.6 
March 2... 80.4 93.9 74.4 69.8 94.4 69.6 
April .......- 80.1 92.8 74.4 69.8 94,4 69.6 
Fay soe. tase 80.3 93,2 73-5 69.8 95.3 69.6 
MUNG es slate ho os 79.9 92.2 WGek 69.2 95.3 69.6 
OULy Gis he 6s 80.2 92,6 73.5 69.8 96.2 69.6 
August ..scee 80.4 92.2 73.5 69.8 97.1 70.3 
September ... 80.4 92.0 73.7 69.8 97.9 70.3 
October ...6 81.0 92.9 i 69.8 100.5 70.2 
November ...o. 82.0 95.3 73,8 69.8 100.5 71,0 
December .... 82.4 96.6 73.8 69.8 100.5 71.0 
Tear’ tess 80.7 93.7 73.8 69.8 96.4 70.0 
1916 - January ..... 83.4 98.2 73.8 70.6 101.4 71.7 
Pebruary .... 84.0 99.6 74.1 70.6 102.3 7.7 
Marche iss 226 84.2 98.9 73.9 70.6 104.1 72.4 
April ....-e6 84.4 98.9 7309 70.6 105.8 72,4 
May ...ceccee 84.9 99.1 F4el 70.6 107.5 73.1 
JUNG “sevesces 85.6 100.7 74.5 70.6 109.2 7Sel 
PAG Skil ees 6166.8 99.4 74.7 70.6 110.2 74.5 
August ....+6 be a §G2.1 TDek 70.6 111.9 75.2 
September ...~ 88.8 106.1 76.1 70.6 113.7 75.9 
October ....>. 90.2 109.7 Oak 70.6 115.4 75.9 
November ...- 92,4 115.3 77693 70.6 11.7.2 76.6 
December ...- 93.8 118.2 79.7 70.6 118.9 76.6 
Year. socece 87.0 103.2 75.4 70.6 109.8 74.1 


ee a $$ 
* Indexes prior to 1926 have been recalculated, resulting in.minor revisions from figures 
previously published. 


Table 4. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 
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(1935-1989=100) 
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1917 = 


1918 - 


1919 - 


JANUATY rece 
February . 
Marcel siacss0 . 
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MEU siaualslists! eins 
UALTIO Ms tellatersis) ele 
OUEL'Y Bearers la" 10 
August 2eoeo8 
September ... 
October Cece 
November .cc5o 
December .eco 


MOAT Mave setae 


January ..cce 
February ..0. 
March gah .)010 ° 
April eoeeese8 
MSY ds sas sclee 
JS UTO is, clets< #26 
OLY Caries 0 
August cesses 
September ... 
October .ooee 
November ..oo 
December «css 


Year ee2eeo8 


JANUALY .esee 
February ...- 
Marchiurach ccs 
MOTEL ete mione's 
May ie 
JONG Aalerh ose 
DULY Ne tiles hin:5 
August cece. 
September ... 
October ..... 
November .... 
December .... 


Year e@eee00 


Total 
Index 


95.7 
96.6 
98.2 
28.9 


102.9. 


103.8 
103.4 
103.8 


-104.4 


105.6 
107.2 
108.1 


102.4 


109.2 
110.1 
111.2 
111.7 
113.2 
114.7 
116.1 
119.0 
118.8 
120.2 
120.9 
121.8 


115.6 


123.0 
122.1 
121.2 
122.7 
124.4 
125.8 
126.6 
129.8 
129.9 
130.2 
130.7 
132.3 


126.5 


Food 
Tndex 


120.6 
123.2 
125.3 
126.5 
138.6 
129.2 
136.2 
136.6 
137.1 
139.2 
143,¢ 
145.1 


134.2 


146.8 
148.0 
149.5 
148.2 
149.8 
151.5 
154.2 
159.9 
158.4 
160.9 
160.9 
161.9 


154.2 
164.2 


160.0 
155.5 


159.9 


161.5 
163.2 
163.6 
171.5 
169.7 
168.8 
168.8 
172.3 


164.8 


Piel 
Indax 


82,2 
82,2 
83.3 
81.5 
82.2 
83.2 
83.9 
84.7 
84.3 
35.4 
85.6 
86.2 


‘83.8 
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Clothing - 


Index 


120.7 
121.6 
123.2 
125.0 
126.8 
128.5 
130.2 
131.1 
122.9 
134.7 
136.4 
138.1 


129.1 


139.9 
142.5 
144.3 
146.0 
147.8 
149.5 
151.3 
154.8 
156.5 
158.3 
160.0 
161.7 


151.9 


163.5 
165.3 
167.0 
168.7 
170.5 
172.3 
174.9 
176.6 
178.4 
180.1 
181.9 
183.6 


173.6 


Sundries 
Index 


76.6 
76.6 
78.0 
79.4 
79.4 
80.7 
81.5 
82.1 
82.8 
83.5 
84.2 
84.2 


80.7 


Table 4. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 — Cont'd 
(1935-1939=100) 


SSS SS ee 
Total Food Fuel Rent Clothing Sundries 
Index Index Index Index Index Index 


Se er i ree Srv sr pees wasn esses srsnepeansngss noes aemnnannansmncaagnne times 


1920 - January ..... 136.8 180.6 106.7 


90.6 192.4 106.5 

February ecee 139.3 184.1 108.1 92.1 201.1 106.5 
Maren’ <fessce 142.5 190.3 109.4 92.9 209 9 106.5 
April eeeeececs 144.3 188.8 111.8 96.6 218.6 107.9 
MOY? SF s ds ceas 148.2 196.8 112.2 101.8 221.2 107.9 
June e@eov2ve0es 150.0 201.7 117.1 101.8 221.2 107.9 
BLE Bete ix wes 150.5 199.8 120.2 102.5 219.5 111.4 
August ...... 149.1 194.9 122.9 102.5 218.6 111.4 
September ere 147.7 189.5 128.6 104.09 215.1 111.4 
October ...e. 147.4 188.5 133.2 104.7 211.6 111.4 
November .... 145.3 182.0 137.4 105.5 208.1 111.4 
December . eee 143.0 176.3 135.1 105.5 204.6 111.4 
Year seoeee ~ 145.4 189.5 120.2 100.1 211.9 109.3 
1921 - January ecoes 141.7  -1'72.6 136.7 105.5 202.9 111.4 
February cove 139.5 168.6 134.7 106.2 194.1 111.4 
March .ececee 135.4 158.4 131.7 107.9 187.1 111.4 
April eoveeeoe 132. 6 152.1 129, 3 LO out 180.1 111.4 
May wisccccce 130.7 148.9 126.9 109.2 173.1 111.4 
GUHG Sc escces 126.5 134.9 125.5 110.7 170.5 111.4 
GUlLy cscs oe 4's 125.5 132.6 125.9 110.7 167.9 >» 111.4 
August ..ccce 126.5 137.3 125.9 110.7 164.4 111.4 
September ... 127.3 141.4 125.3 110.7 160.9 111.4 
October cecoe 125.6 137.1 126.2 111.4 155.6 111.4 
November .oee 123.6 132.3 124.7 111.4 152.1 111.4 
December .... 123.6 131.0 124.5 111.4 155.6 111.4 
Year coveocs 129.9 145.5 128.1 109.4 172,0 111.4 
1922 — January ..... 123.5 131.4 123.9 111.4 153.9 111.4 
February ...- 121.7 126.5 122.9 112.2 151.3 111.4 
March 2.06 121.2 125.7 121.8 112.9 148.6 111.4 
April eoeeees 119.9 121.8 120.9 113.7 146.9 111.4 
TS Tee 119.4 122.0 120.2 113.7 145.1 111.4 
DUNS svesvrece 119.2 120.5 119.9 114.4 144.3 111.4 
JULY sccvvces 119.4 121.3 119.5 114.4 143.4 111.4 
August ....66 120.2 123.9 120.0 114.4 143.4 111.4 
September ... 119.9 121.6 125.1 115.1 143.4 111.4 
October ...->6 119.8 121.1 127.6 115.1 142.5 111.4 
November ....- 119.? 121.6 126.5 115.1 142.5 111.4 
December ee 120.1 122.7 124.2 115.1 142.5 111.4 
Wear cise 120.4 123.2 122.7 114.0 145.7 111.4 


aed 
a ce ee a a en 


Table 4. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 191¢-194e - Cont'd 


Total Food Feel Rent Clothing Sundries 
Index Index Index Index Index Index 


a me a a a ne ne en ee a me ec ee ee re a a re ee ee en et rte ee mr er es et ee ee ee er a a ee 
ae a err Se 


1923 — Januery .ccce 120.7 124.2 123.6 115.1 143.4 111.4 
Fenrusry «es 120.8 124.1 124.4 115.9 143.4 111.4 
Mar gererets i sie eee): 127.8 124.4 136.6 143.4 111.4 
AD TED Betets 25.0 121.@ 124.2 124.4 116.6 143.4 111.4 
MAY meldistatass osc 120.1 121.6 120.7 117.4 143.4 111.4 
JUNE: cveielec ee 119.8 121.0 119.4 117.4 142.4 111.4 
JULY gees s.66 119.4 120.6 119.6 117.4 144.2 11050 
AUBZUSt 2-00 120.7 124.6 120.1 ie re | 144.2 110.0 
September ... 120, 4 123.5 122,32 117.4 144.2 110.0 
October ...o6 121.2 125.€ 123.2 117.4 144.2 110.0 
November .... 123.4 126.2 TeA.d 117.4 144.2 110.0 
December ..oe iei.5 126.7 124.0 117.4 144.2 110.0 

Teer .4sa0< 120.7 124.1 122.5 116.2 143.2 110.7 

1924 — January eeeoo 171.1 Levers 122.9 117.4 140.8 109.3 
February .c.e 120.9 127.0 122.0 117.4 140.8 109.3 
March @9000800 120.2 124.9 121.8 117.4 140.8 109.2 
ApTliGis.cee 118.6 119.8 120.7 117.4 140.8 109.3 
May saighs esa 217.5 116.7 118.5 117.4 140.8 109.2 
SUNG! Belew weds 117.2 215.9 Ly. 7 117.4 140.8 109.2 
CUL Gee Sci ave 117.1 e771 117.6 117.4 140.8 107.9 
August .o.coe 118.0 120.2 om Ly res) 117.4 140.8 107.9 
September ... 118.5 121.5 17 .& 117.4 140.2 107.9 
October ...ce 118.5 121.6 117.5 117.4 140.8 107.9 
November ..o6 119.0 123.2 116.8 117.4 140.8 107.9 
December .... 119.4 124.6 116.6 117.4 140.8 107.9 

TOOP cease 118.8 121.6 118.9 117.4 140.8 108.6 

1925 - January ..... 119.9 127.0 aT7<1 117.4 140.8 - 107.2 
Pebruary ..oc 120.5 128.8 117.0 117.4 140.8 107.2 
March .ssccoe 119.6 126.2 116.8 117.4 140.8 107.2 
April Aes. css 119.0. 124.4 116.1 117.4 140.8 107.2 
May <shi bes ws 118.7 123.4 115.1 117.4 140.8 107.2 
SUNE asleciosce 118.5 122.8 115.1 117.4 140.8 107.2 
OULPE che Cases 118.1 123.2 115.3 117.4 139.9 105.8 
eV as) he eS 119.4 127.5 115.7 117.4 139.3 105.8 
September ... 119.2 127.0 116.0 117.4 139.9 105.8 
October ..... 120.0 128.2 116.4 117.4 139.9 105.8 
November eeoo lel. ? 132, 1 119.2 ile 4. 139.3 105.8 
December ...6 123.1 135.9 121.2 117.4 139.9 105.8 

TOBY caesee 119.8 127.2 116.8 117.4 140.3 106.5 


1926 - 


1927 - 


1928 - 


Table 4. Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 - Cont'd 
(1935-1939=100) 


JOENUATY .eeee 
February .... 


Marehs. canaes 
Bot) 6 oxas ss 
ee ae 
UNG aie abelaiS s » 
Beal Fits sine 
August ....06 
September ... 
October ..... 
November .ecc 
December ..ce 


Year fab os 


January. cecce 
February .... 
Marvel feck «0 
April eooseee 
MSP 3 sod ale os 
MUNG * clindauls oo 
PUL Y « sleicitnle « « 
August .sccce 
September ... 
October .ecce 
November woes 
December .cce 


Year @eeeoessd 


January .ecce 
February .... 
March Ws dlierele + « 
April ecoresee 
MAY « die diviciaes 
PUTS dja diefele oo 
WULY » oie, Sele’ +0 
August coccos 
September ..- 
October .sece 
November .... 
December ..eo 


OAT Silsle oo 


Food Fuel Rent Clothing Sundries 
Index Index Index Index Index 
136.8 119.7 115.9 139.9 106.1 
135.9 118.6 115.9 139.9 106.1 
136.0 Lites 115.9 139.9 106.1 
134.3 jar.8 115.9 139.9 106.1 
134.0 315-9 be) 139.9 106.1 
132.8 Lib. 7 115.9 139.9 106.1 
133.5 115.3 125.9 139.9 106.1 
133.9 115.3 115.9 138.4 106.1 
18.3 115.9 115.9 138.4 106.1 
1230.1 115.9 115.9 138.4 106.1 
131.2 116.4 115.9 138.4 106.1 
132.9 116.4 115.9 138.4 106.1 
133.3 116.8 115.9 139.1 106.1 
134.8 116.1 114.5 136.2 105.6 
133.3 116.1 114.5 136.2 105.6 
131.5 115.9 114.5 136.2 105.5 
128.7 115.0 114.5 135.0 105.4 
128.8 113.6 114.5 135.0 105.1 
130.0 112.9 114.5 135.0 105.0 
13.7 113.2 114.5 135.6 105.0 
10.3 113.1 114.5 135.6 104.9 
129.1 113.4 114.5 135.6 104.9 
190.3 114.3 114.5 135.6 104.9 
131.3 114.4 114.5 135.5 104.8 
133.2 114.4 114.5 135.5 104.8 
130.8 114.4 114.5 135.6 105.1 
133.9 113.8 117.3 135.2 104.8 
132.1 113.9 117.3 135.2 104.8 
130.3 113.9 117.3 135.2 104.7 
10.0 113.7 117.3 135.2 104.7 
128.5 113.0 Dia 135.3 104.7 
127.9 112.1 117.3 135.3 104.7 
128.8 Ties L 117.3 135.3 104.6 
131.9 112.5 117.3 135.7 104.6 
132.3 112.6 117.3 135.7 104.8 
134.8 113.4 117.3 135.7 104.8 
134.3 113.4 117.3 135.7 104.8 
14.0 113.6 LET. 135.7 104.8 
131.5 113.2 11i7.3 135.5 104.8 


1929 - 


1930 . 


1931 - 


Table +4. 


JANUALy ceece 
February eos 
MaYCh \siva ten. ae 
Avril ...sces 
MASS sisuscpe0 
Ane a4 Sige ae 
DUAL Ye ciege wise ols 
August cecece 
September ec 
October .'scee 
November ....6 
December weeco 


Year eoe008 


JANUALY ceoce 
February eve 
MAYO sic ctete 
WOT Td) “sae ve lo.s 


Mavi sietelsie ciate . 
VUNG ol tirerccs 5 
July e@oeeeege 


AUGUST oc ieee 
September ..e 
October ..... 
November ....6 
December seco 


Year eneoeved 


JANUALY eesce 
February .... 
March .¢scece 
BOER ‘wats sasete 
May Coeereve0e@ 
DHE Css are eters 
OES aie aie stars 
PUPS: wie aiccin 
September ... 
October ..... 
November cece 
December .... 


VO8Tins sis chee 


Food 
Index 


Fuel 
Index 


—. 


Rent 
Index 


117.3 
117.3 
LE7 6S 
Tite 
e060 
120.0 
120.0 
120.0 
120.0 
122.2 
122.2 
122.2 


119.7 


122.2 
122.2 
122.2 
122.2 
123.4 
123.4 
123.4 
123.4 
123.4 
122.2 
122.2 
122.2 


122.7 


122.2 
122.2 
122.2 
122.2 
119.7 
119.7 
119.7 
119.7 
119.7 
115.1 
115-1 
115.1 


119.4 


Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 - Cont'd 
(1935-1939=100) 


Clothing 
Index 


ae 


Sundries 
Index 


ll. 


Table 4. Cost of Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 - Cont'd 
(1935-1939=100) 


Total Pood Fuel Rent Clothing Sundries 
Index Index Index Index Index Index 


———————————$—$ ES I SS A te es SS COS 


1932 - January ..... 103.3 92.8 109.5 115.1 106.3 100.6 
February .... 102.1 88.7 109.3 115.2 106.3 100.6 
PATON [ses sizes 101.3 88.1 109.1 115.1 103.2 100.4 
APTAL scccces IOLsd 87.2 108.2 115.1 103.2 100.5 
| Oe ee 98.8 83.9 106.2 108.8 103.2 100.7 
WUNG@ils shale 'e's 00 97.9 82.8 106.0 108.8 99.6 100.8 
POLY Ta whe coe 97.6 81.9 105.7 108.8 99.6 100.3 
August ....0.6 98.4 84.7 107.0 108.8 99.6 | 100.3 
September ... 97.8 84.0 106.9 108.8 97.1 100.2 
October ..... 97.0 84.8 105.7 104.3 97.1 100.2 
November .... 97.1 85.2 105.4 104.3 97.1 100.2 
December ...- 96.7 ' 85.3 104.1 104.3 95.1 100.0 

OST rains, 00 99.0 85.7 106.8 109.7 100.6 100.4 

1933 - January ..... 95.9 83.7 104.2 104.3 95.1 98.6 
February .... 94,9 80.8 104.1 104.3 95.1 98.4 
Marche oss. 94.3 80.5 103.6 104.3 92.1 98.1 
J Se or er 94.6 81.7 103.6 104.3 92.1 98.1 
OS eee Ar 93.3 82.5 103.3 97.3 92.1 98.1 
JUNE ‘ce cccccee 93.3 82.9 102.5 97.3 91.5 98.0 
OTs Men 55 60 93.5 84.3 100.5 97.3 91.5 98.0 
August ...... 95.2 90.4 100.9 97.3 91.5 98.0 
September ... 95.1 87.9 100.8 97.3 94.4 98.4 
October oorce 94.2 87.2 101.8 93.2 94.4 98.4 
November .... 94.3 87.7 101.9 93.2 94.4 98.4 
December ...-. 94.8 88.8 102.0 93.2 95.3 98.5 

Tear’ cs «<< 94.4 84.9 102.5 98.6 93.3 98.2 

1934 ~ January ..... 94.9 90.3 102.0 93.2 95.3 97.7 
February .... 95.5 92.6 101.8 93.2 95.3 97.7 
WAYGD cosccee 97.1 97.3 102.0 93.2 96.9 97.8 
April ...ccce 96.3 94.9 102.3 93.2 96.9 97.8 
MAY fFewblde cos 95.2 91.7 102.3 92.8 96.9 97.7 
EO. a Vow ao 94.9 90.3 101.5 92.8 97.3 97.8 
MULLS seats «ue 95.1 91.5 101.2 92.8 97.3 97.8 
AU gust .cvses 95.5 92.7 101.8 92.8 97.3 Eee 
September ... 95.5 92.0 102.3 92.8 98.1 97.9 
October ..... 95.9 92.9 102.8 93.7 98.1 97.8 
November .... 95.9 93.6 102.9 93.7 98.1 97.8 
December .... 95.7 92.8 102.6 93.7 97.9 97.8 

TORR vd cces 95.6 92.7 102.1 93.1 97.1 97.8 


12. 


Table 4. Cost~-of-Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 - Cont'd 


(1935-1939=100) 


pe RS PO TN MCT CER A I I NN YA ESS ES ANTRAL ET 


Total Food Fuel 
Index Index Index 

1935 - January ....- 95.6 92.2 102.9 
February oo. 96.1 93.7 102.9 
March ..s<ees 96.0 93.5 102.8 
Aordd on veas 3 95.8 92.7 102.9 
MSVieg cass ss 95.5 92.5 99.3 
OUNG. Case ces e 95.4 92.5 98.8 
PULY acccsece 95.7 93.5 98.8 
Aagust, case ss 96.1 94.5 99.6 
September ... 96.5 95.6 99.6 
October ..sce 97.2 97.2 100.7 
November ..o-s 97.6 98.2 101.4 
December ...o. 97.8 98.7 101.5 
YeaSivire.ss 96.2 94.6 100.9 
1936 — January ..... 97.8 98.5 102.0 
February o.s6 97.6 97.6 102.2 
March ..sscoe 97.7 97.1 102.6 
April 6506 sis 96.9 - 94.6 102.6 
May .ccecscs%s 97.2 94.7 102.3 
VUDG’ ohciays sss 97.2 94.8 100.7 
MOLY: satsras as 98.1 97.7 100.7 
AUERAGs es e's 98.5 99.0 100.6 
September ... 98.7 99.6 101.0 
October ...ee 98.9 99.5 101.2 
November oe. 99.1 100.1 101.4 
December ceo. 99.2 100.0 101.4 
YOat cfics.0's 98.1 97.8 101.5 
1937 — Jamary ..... 99.4 100.2 99.9 
February ...6 99.4 100.4 100.0 
March c.ccoes 99.5 99.9 99,9 
BOUL ce ot ose 5 99.7 100.6 99.9 
MAY coe sieicceie c's 100.5 101.4 99.4 
JUNE Ves cies ss 100.8 101.8 97.3 
TOLY! cc.dis cciee 101.5 103.7 97.2 
August ..cese 102.1 105.6 97.9 
September see 102. 3 105. 7 9? . 9 
October ..... 102.9 106.5 98.7 
November ...6 102.9 106.4 99.0 
December ..c. 102.6 105.6 99.6 
YOR? ee cae 101.2 103,2 98.9 
1938 —- Jarmary ..... 102.4 104.4 98.1 
February ...- 102.3 103.9 98.1 
March (.disess 102.8 105.7 98.4 
Apral Ges 35+ 102.8 105.9 98.4 
May. d.Sieeee 102.4 103.6 97.9 
SUNG Seis os 102.4 104.1 96.8 
WOW es. se sans 102.6 104.7 96.7 
Aagost isctese 103.1 106.2 96.9 
September ... 102.1 103.1 97.1 
October ..... 101.7 102.0 97.6 
November .... 101.5 101.5 98.0 
December .... 101.1 100.5 98.0 
SS ee ree 102.2 103.8 97.7 


Miscella 


Home 
Rent Clothing Furnishings neous 
Index Index and Services Index | 
Index 
93.7 97.9 95.0 98.9 
93.7 97.9 95.1 98.9 
93.77 97.9 95.0 98.9 
93.7 97.9 95.0 98.9 
93.7 97.9 95.1 98.9 
93.7 97,8 95.1 98.9 
93.7 97.8 95.0 98.7 
93.7 97,8 95.0 98.7 
93.7 97.4 96.1 98.7 
95.0 97.4 96.1. 98.5 
95.0 97.4 96.1 98.5 
95.0 97.3 96.6 98.5 
94.0 97.6 95.4. 98.7 
95.0 97.3 96.5 98.8 
95.0 97.8 96.4 99.1 
95.0 98.5 97,1 99.1 
95.0 98.5 97.1 99.2 
96.3 98.5 97.0 99.2 
96.3 99.5 97.2 99.2. 
96.3 99.5 97.2 99.1. 
96.2 99.5 97.1 99.1 
96.3 99,5 97.3 99.1 
97,2 99,5 97.3 99.0 
97,2 99.5 97.3 99.0 
97,2 100.0 98.5 99.1 
96.1 99.3 97.2 99.1 
97.2 100.0 98.9 99.6 
97.2 100.0 98.8 99.8 
97.2 100.4 100.4 99.8 
97.2 100.4 100.5 99.9 
100.3 100.4 100.5 99.9 
100.3 101.6 10231 100.0 | 
100.3 101.6 102.1 100.2 
100.3 101.6 102.1 100.3 
100.2 101.8 103.1 100.3 
102.2 101.8 103.1 100.3. 
102.1 101.8 103.0 100.3 
102.1 101.8 103.0 100.2 
99.7. 101.4 101.5 100.1 
102.2 101.8 103.1 101.2 
102.1 101.8 103.1 101.2. 
102.1 101.3 102.9 101.2. 
102.1 101.3 102.8 102.2 
103.8 101.2 102.8 101.2 
103.8 101. 102.3 101.2 
103.8°° 101.3 102.3 101.2 
103.8 101.2 102.2 101.3. 
103.8 100.8 101.2 101.3. 
103.4 100.8 101.9 101.2 
103.4 100.8 101.9 101.29 
103.4 100.2 101.7 ae 


13. 


Table 4. Cost-of-~Living Index Numbers, Canada, 1913-1942 -- Concl'd 


(1935-1939=100) 
eee eee 


Fuel 


Total Food Rent 
Index Index Index Index 

1939 - Jarmary ..... 101.1 99.9 101.0 103.4 
February .... 100.7 98.7 101.0 103.4 
MOTONccye. .. ¢ 100.6 98.5 100.4 103.4 
April oscccas 100.6 98.3 100.4 103.4 
MEG sagecs ines 100.6 98,2 100.2 103.8 
PONG Ficdcces 100.5 98.1 99.8 103.8 
POLS ia Sees 100.8 99.0 99.3 103.8 
August wecece 100.8 99.3 99.0 103.8 
September ... 100.8 99.4 98.9 103.2 
October ..... 103.5 106.3 104.4 104.4 
November .... 103.8 10762 105.2 104.4 
December ..0.6 103.8 104.7 105.4 104.4 
LOOP iia ds 50 101.5 100.6 101.2 103.8 
1940 - Jamary ..... 103,8 104.5 105.8 104.4 
Yebruary .... 103.8 104.5 105.8 104.4 
March 2.2000. 104.6 104.8 105.7 104.4 
Apvhl oc vvieves 104.6 104.8 105.9 104.4 
RAG ide ccio's.ss -104.9 104.4 106.1 106.9 
UTM. Ws i dere es 104.9 103.8 106.0 106.9 
DELP sda vsiere os 105.6 108.3 107.9 106.9 
AUBUSE oss oe 105.9 105.4 108.4 106.9 
September ... 106.6 105.4 108.8 106.9 
October ...0. 107.0 106.1 108.0 107.7 
November .... 107.8 108.7 108.5 107.7 
December .... 108.0 109.1 108.5 107.7 
TOE? Wieiev-ss 105.6 105.6 107.1 106.3 
1941 - January ..... 108.3 109.7 108.6 107.7 
February .... 108.2 108.8 108.7 107.7 
MAren cv sccses 108.2 109.0 108.9 107.7? 
Apri) secascs 108.6 110.1 108.9 107.7 
ROS exe sj05+s 109.4 109.7 109.2 109.7 
PURE Vi ois see 110.5 112.5 110.2 109.7 
VOLT of 8s 80.0.0 111.9 116.6 110.5 109.7 
August ...... 113.7 121.3 110.8 109.7 
September ... 114.7 123.2 110.9 109.7 
October ..... 115.8 123.2 112.1 111.2 
November .... 116.3 125.4 112.7 111.2 
December ..ce 115.8 123.8 112.7 111.2 
TORE MV ewes aa, 7 116.1 110.3 109.4 
1942 - January ..... 115.4 122.3 112.9 111.2 
February ...- 115.7 123.1 112.9 111.2 
March .cccoce 115.9 123.7 112.9 111.2 
April ..ccoee 115.9 123.7 112.9 111.2 
MAY scacceces 116.1 124.3 112.9 111.3 
PUNO cedccecs 116.7 126.2 112.6 111.3 
PUAT Wutideda ss 117.9 18.3 112.5 111.3 
August ....0- haved 129.6 112.5 111.3 
September eee 117.4 128. 5 112.58 Dds 3 
October ..... 117.8 129.8 112.8 111.3 
November .... 118.6 132.4 112.8 111.3 
December .... 118.8 132.8 112.8 111.3 
TOMF vscecs 117.0 127.2 112.8 111.3 


Clothing Furnishings 


Index 


100.2 
100.2 
99.9 
99.9 
99.9 
100.2 
100.1 
100.1 
99.6 
99.6 
99.6 
103.3 


100.7 


103.3 
103.28 
107.8 
107.8 
107.8 
109.1 
109.1 
109.1 
113.1 
113.5 
1138.5 
113.5 


109.2 


113.7 
114.1 
114.2 
114.3 
114.5 
114.9 
115.1 
115.7 
117.4 
119.6 
120.0 
119.9 


116.1 


119.9 
119.8 
119.8 
119.8 
119.9 
119.9 
120.0 
120.1 
120.1 
120.1 
120.1 
120.2 


120.0 


Miscella- 


Home 
and Services ye! 
Index 

101.7 207 61 
101.7 LOL. 
101.2 LOret 
101.1 101.4 
101.1 101.4 
101.0 101.3 
100.9 101.38 
100.9 101.3 
100.8 101.23 
101.0 101.7 
101.0 101.2 
104.1 102.0 
101.4 101.4 
104.3 101.8 
104.3 101.9 
105.9 101.9 
106.1 101.8 
106.2 101.8 
106.5 101.8 
106.9 102.2 
106.9 103.0 
109.4 102.8 
109,7 102.8 
110.0 102.8 
110.7 102,8 
107.2 102.2 
110.8 103.1 
Liiss 103.1 
111.6 102.9 
said 102.9 
111.8 105.1 
112.1 105.6 
113.0 105.6 
114.4 106.1 
115.8 106.4 
117.3 106.5 
117.9 106.7 
117.9 106.7 
113.8 105.1 
118.0 106.8 
118.0 107.1 
118.0 107.1 
118.1 107.1 
118.0 LO7 V4 
117.9 107.1 
117.9 107.1 
117.8 1O7s1 
117.8 107.1 
117.8 107.1 
117.8 107.1 
117.8 107.2 
117.9 107.1 


14. 


Table 5. Dominion and City Cost-of-Living Index Numbers, August, 1939-December, 1942 
(August 1939=100) 


Domin- Hali~ *Saint ‘“Mont- ‘Tor- Winni- Saska- Edmon- Van- 
ion fax John real onto peg toon ton couver 


1939 - August ...... 100.0 100.0 100.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
September ... 100.0 99.4 99.9 . 99.7 99.7 100.1 99.9 99.9 99.8 
October ..... 102.7 102.9 102.5 104.1 102.5 102.8 103.6 102.8 102.1 
November .... 103.0 103.4 102.7 104.2 102.6 102.7 103.9 103.7 102.3 
December .... 103.0 103.3 103.4 104.7 103.2 102.9 104.8 103.8 102.6 


1940 - January ..... 103.0 103.9 103.3 104.4 102.4 102.7 104.5 103.1 102.1 
February .... 103.0 103.4 103.0 104.4 102.5 102.6 1046 103.1 102.9 


March ...... e 103.8 104.7 103.9 105.5 102.8 103.2 105.1 103.4 103.1 
April .....06 103.6 104.9 104.2 105-4 103.2 103.3 105.1 103.7 103.4 
May ...e.. ove 104.1 106.1 104.4 105.9 103.3 103.3 105.3 104.0 103.7 
JUNE coeerees 104.1 105.5 104.1 106.2 103.4 103.2 1047 103.8 103.0 


Jaly cevecocee 104.8 106.8 104.9 107.3 104.0 1045 105.6 103.8 103.3 | 
August .cccee L05el 107.5 105.4 107.0 104.2 104.6 105.3 103.7 103.7 | 
September ... 105.6 107.6 105.2 108-1 105.0 104.3 105.8 104.0 103.8 
October .... 106.2 107.0 107.0 108.3 105.1 105.2 106.9 104.2 104.0 
November ..«. 106.9 107.5 108.0 109.3 105.9 106.0 107.9 105.1 105.0 
December .... 107.1 108.0 108.7 109.4 105.8 106.3 108.6 105.6 105.3 


194] - January ..... 107.4 108.4 108.4 110.0 105.9 106.6 109.3 105.6 105.4 
February .c. 107.3 107.9 108.3 109.8 106.0. 106.0 108.7 105.5 106.1 
March 6 «sis. 107.3 107.4 107.9 109.8 106.2 105.9 108.8 105.3 106.2 
April .....0.6 107.7 107.8 108.2 109.9 106.3 106.2 109.0 105.5 106.5 
May cccsccace 108.5 108.2 108.6 110.0 107.6 106.€ 109.9 106.3 106.9 
JANE wocccece 109.6 108.8 108.8 1113.9 108.7 107.8 110.3 107.0 © 107.5 
DULY’ siseais ce 111.0 110.4 110.3 115.5 110.2 108.9 111.1 108.1 109.3 
August .ccce. 112.8 111.6 112.2 115.1 111.7 110.3 113.1 109.8 110.4 
September ... 113.8 112.6 112.6 115.8 113.0 111.7 115.1 1113.4 112.0 
October ..ce. 114.6 112.7 113.2 116.3 114.0 112.2 115.7 11.4 112.3 
November . eee 115.4 113.7 114.6 117.2 115.0 113.1 116.4 111.6 112.9 
December .... 114.9 113.1 114.5 116.8 114.5 113.1 116.4 111.4 112.4 


1942 ~ Jamary ..... 114.58 113.0 114.5 116.6 114.1 112.2 115.7 «1106/0 211.9 
February .... 114.8 113.5 $115.2 127.1 19455 172347 218.7. 210somereIeL) 
March ....ecc 115.0 113.5 115.3 127.3 294.7 ie6- 116.0 idey Seis 
April ....... 115.0 113.5 118.10 117.4 134.7 1ie@sé. 136.1. .tisiaeie.e 
MEY... ocaxse% 115.2 113.6 115.1 117.7. 114.9. 112.9 215.7 siidu@) tis 
po ey Oe ee 115.8 114.0 115.4 118.2 115.5 113.1 116.2 112.0 113.1 
Ath Te Eee 117.0 114.8 116.7 119.3 12668 1146 117.4. 114saseeiTs.1 
August ...... 116.8 115.8 117.2 118.7 116.2 125.0 117.5 114.1 115.0 
September ... 116.5 115.3 116.3 118.5 116.0 114.1 116.3 113.1 115.1 
October ..... 116.9 115.5 116.6 119.4 116.8 114.5 117.0 113.6 115.4 
Hovember .... 117.7 115.9 117.1 120.1 116.8 115.3 118.3 114.5 116.5 
December .... 117.9 116.2 117.3 120.3 116.8 115.6 118.5 115.0 116.8 
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x Revised February, 1941 to September, 1941. 


* Revised June, 1940 to September, 1941. 


1914 - 


1915 - 


1916 - 


1917 - 


1918 ~ 


Table 6. 


WADMOMOOL e's onc gs ise eens 
PRMMUO@E oa coe se acc eae ccs 
SINE 7. <siv's vo o's 0 db aiete's 
SRGMMIUAT. obs oa ox ou nse 3 oo 


MRMES Ts ee le eit os ipsa ahd a6 
PRULO OES oak cua xc hw o-o0'6 6 
MUM es dice ss cewek ane 
April COCKS TL OHO DOC OCH HE LELE 
ECG ea fs bs cc's s+ wk bie Kee 
RULERS "oe ole Ab o'ar0'b.a/0 o's. d.6'0'8 
EWE his aide bs as 6 Si0'0 «0% 678 
BU BARGN es nec ae evceccsecese 
September .....ccccccccce 
PREOUST 6. cckaties cevewes 
MOVORUOT es cee died k 658s See 
TRCONUGE Gooas sas wa cew es 


CONGRATS ooo diees cen ecseess 
PORERBIT og oe a 55 ose ae 00 8 
WAPOR ie tiaaie sje ky eels e506 e:0 
APPA] 2c cde viccocccsvceses 
May Sib wielsle ss eevee venerecces 
UME sips aie ne «Ce + 6 Gh 
OWL Pus woe es al ere hae ee ep 
PRUE eae cisieie 6 o'r hw ois vi 
September ......-eeceeece 
MELO DOL. oc db ots kawnss 0c 
November .......2+ceeceees 
December os cscs e sas aia se o\a © 


WEMBLEY oe bee 4.0 wi wine 6 oes F 
FOOTUATY socecncdsccee aed 
WASGD ines en ds ae Parana er 
April ..csccveccccsscceee 
WAS. <6 hs wee es SEG seas 
GOUB 6c. caur oer ossceviagwe : 
CULT avid as cs eae os say ieee 
BORUSE i. 6c ctv e weeds secvct 
September .....-.secceese 
October ....... eoevesnscns 
November ....+essceceee oe 
December .....ees06> eoeee 


Pedruary .cccccccsccccccs 
MAIN occ ce ccsesceccsesse 
April 2... ccccecccerccees 
May covcccccccecscccccces 
DUNG sacs vecececkvesvvcsves 
PALF wccccvvssceee Terre 
August cocccccecccevscvce 
September ....+-eeeeeceee 


‘October e@eeeeeeeeeev eee eee 


November e@ereceeseoveeoe eee ead 
December e@ereereeere eereceeoee 
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Cost of Living in Two Warg, Canada 
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August 
1914=100 


100.8 
101.6 
101.5 
101.5 


101.4 
101.5 
101.0 
100.6 
100.9 
100.4 
100.8 
101.0 
101.0 
101.8 
103.0 
103.5 


104.8 
105.& 
105.8 
106.0 
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107.5 
107.8 
109.4 
111.6 
113.2 
116.1 
117.8 


120.2 
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123.4 
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129.3 
130.4 
129.9 
130.4 
131.2 
132.7 
134.8 
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137.4 
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139.7 
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Costof Living Index 

@ In response to numerous requests for more information about the construction of 
‘the Cost-of-—Living Index, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has prepared a series of 
short discussions of its more outstanding features. These appear in the present re- 
“port under the following headings: 


1. What the Cost-of—Living Index is-~—and is not. 
2. Food Prices. 

i 5. More About Food Prices. 

| a 

i 5, 


A Final Word About Foods. 

Keeping the Cost—of—Living Index Up to Date. 
6. Prices for the Cost-of—Living Index. 
7. Is the Cost-of—Living Budget Too High? 


ere ST ISS eR 


What the cost-of-living index is--and is not 
the cost-of-living index is a pe ecenyeoe figure which shows the.rise and fall 
month to month in the cost of a wage-earner fanily budget. Why e percentage 
e instead of a dollar end cents tota 1? Because people tend to consider dollar 
‘figures to represent either (1) a necessary minimum living allowance, or (2) an 
‘amount necessary to cover a budget based on estimates of scientific nutrition re- 
‘quirements and other living needs. The index budget is neither; it represents pur- 
chases actually reported by reprepresentative wage-earner families. The Bureau of 
|Statistics does not say -— "Here is the amount you must have to live"; it says, in 
effect — "Here is the percentage ee in the cost of a representative averare of 
actual wage-earner family budgets." 
al 
\ And*right there ariges a point which causes considerable misunderstanding. The 
Bureau's cost-of-living budget shows changes in the cost of the same standard or 
level of living from month to month and year to year. Many families now have more 
to spend than formerly because everybody is working. It is now possible for them 

© buy better things and in some cases more than before. People who are able to do 
this naturally will find their living costs rising by greater percentages than the 
‘cost-of-living index shows. The items in the index have been changed due to war 
‘conditions, but it still measures the rise in cost of a pre-war level of living. 
This sounds oueer, but here is a simple example thet will explain what it means 
Before the war motor cers were used very largely for pleasure. That's not pederine 
ow so the index budget for motor car operation has been reduced, while the amount 


for other pleasures has been increased accordingly. 


eo Feit what about this percentage increase in living costs that the index shows? 
far the index has risen only 18 per cent since the war started, ond that looks 
etty smal] niongside of the rise for many staple necessities tere is a way, to 


‘test how much 18 per cent means to your family. First think be ck and makes a seugh 7. 

estimate of your family's earnings in 1939. Now take paper and pencit and figure 

What 12 per cent of that amount would be. Itg rather surprising when you, eck, at 
that way, isn’t it? : 1943 


aS 


i. a 


And now a final word about the seemingly mysterious. 100.0 that the newspapers 
so often mention when reporting what the index has been doing. We have said that 
the index ig a percentage figure, and all percentages are related to 100.0. For the 
index, 100.0 equals approximately $1,450 which was the pre-war average cost of the 
representative wage-earner budgets mentioned at the start. Nothing very complicated 
about that, is there? 
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When living costs are mentioned, Mrs. John Public immediately thinks of food 
bill¢ and her blood pressure starts to rise. Official figures support Mrs. Public's 
opinion that foods have risen in price; they show a wartime increase of nearly 36 
per cent to July, 1943. Mrs. Public compares thie figure with the cost-of-living 
index which is up not quite 18 per cent and her blood pressure receives another jolt. 


These two figures look contradictory but they are part of the same picture. 
ecause when the Bureau of Statistics calculates its cost-of-living index, it con- 
siders not only foods, but fuel and lighting, rent, clothing, home furnishings, and 

iscellaneous group of items including health costs, items of personal care, re- 
creation, transportation and life insurance. Every day of the year, money ie being 
spent on these thinge and the cost-of-living picture would be incomplete if they 
were omitted from it. When the Bureau made a survey of actual family living 
expenditures, it found that ell of them formed an important part of the nation's 
living costs. So prices are collected for representative items in all the budget 
groups mentioned. 


As we have already said, food prices to July, 1943 have shown aiwartime rise 
of about 23 per cent. But this is the greatest rise which any of the main budget 
groups have shown. Due to the freezing of rents, the general advance in rents 
hag been just over 7 per cent; the miscellaneous group is also up about 7 per 
cent. Other groups have gone higher, fuel and lighting over 14 per cent home 
furnishings nearly 17 per cent, and clothing over 20 per cent. When you teke 
account of the amount spent on each of these groups, the combined rise in all 
living costs amounts to just under 18:per cent. If rentg and miscellaneous items 
had risen es much ag foods, the total increase would be 28 per cent instead of 
18. That shows how important an influence these groups have been in holding, back 
the general increase in living costs. And, mind you, the importance given to them 
is not the Bureau's own personal idea of how important they are. It is based upon 
actual expenditure records collected by the Bureau from wage—-earner families in 12 
cities ranging across the Dominion from Halifax to Vancouver. There were 1,439 of 
these families, and of every dollar they spent, 31 cents went for foods, 19 cents 
for shelter, 6 cents for fuel and light, 12 cents for clothing, 9 cents for home 
furnishings and services, and 23 cents on miscellaneous items. 
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No. 3 — More About Food Prices 

"So food prices have gone up only 33 per cent, have they?" says Mre. Public 
with a glint in her eye. "I'm paying from 50 to 80 per cent higher for beef, 73 
per cent more for lard; cheese is up 69 per cent, corn syrup 52 per cent, and 
oranges 48 per cent -- where do you get this 33 per cent stuff?" 


Well Mrs. Public, all of these increases are included in the foot section of 
the cost-of-living index. But it includes a lot of other prices too. Bread, for 
example, is still at pre-war prices in most. places; milk is below pre-war levels 
almost every place. And if you are like many homemekers in Canadian cities you will, 


ie ie 
find that these two foods alone make up 20 per cent of your food budget. 


Remember this too, a 73 per cent increase in lard prices, although it sounds big, 
Means much less to you than a 10 per cent increase in bread. Why? Because you buy 
much more bread than lard. Here's how it works in dollars and cents. Let us supose 
you are like the Bureau's survey families represented in the cost-of-living budget. 
They averaged a fifth of a pound of lard each week and 8 loaves of bread, the 24- 
ounce loaf. Alright now, lard goes up 73 per cent, say from 10 cents to 17.3 cents 
a pound; if you use a fifth of a pound a week, that adds less than 2 cents to your 
weekly food bill. Now suppose a 24~-ounce loaf of bread goes up 1O per cent, from 
10 cents to 11 cents per loaf; then your 8 loaves add 8 cents to the weekly food 
bill. 
| 
Its the total family food bill that food section of the cost-of-living index is 
based one So if a 73 per cent rise in lard meang less then 2 cents added bo “this 
bill, and a 10 per cent rise in bread adds 8 cents, then the 10 per cent rise in 
bread would cost a lot more than a 73 per cent rise for lard, 


The Bureeu of Statistics food index shows a rise of 2% per cent in the average 
families! food bill, Naturally, this figure would be higher if all items in the 
index were equally important; if, for example, bread and milk were no more important 
then lard and corn syrup. 
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4 =A Final Word About Foods in the Cost-of Living Index 


There were two common notions about the list of foods in the cost-of-living index 
which we should like to correct. First, it is said that because all foode are not in 
his list, the index must be too low. And second, it ig said that because certein 
foods are omitted from the list,.the Bureau of Statistics, in effect, is telling 
people these foods are unnecessary and not a proper part of the family diet. Both of 
these ideas are incorrect. 


To find out whether the first idea was right or wrong, the Bureau of Statistics 
mede a special food index including only 15 items, as compared with the 45 itemg in 
the regular food index. Now, if the level of a food index depended upon the number of 
items in it, this test index should be much lower than the regular one. But it 
Wasn't. The test index showed a wartime rise within 0.8 points of the regular index. 
Not 2 very large difference is it, considering one list of foods was three times es 
large as the other? 

The point is that an accurate index must be based upon a representative list of 
items, but not necessarily upon a large list. The rise in prices of items in the 
ist mist be representative of the rise for food ‘prices in general. 


This brings up the second point. Why not put in all food prices, so there would 

e no chance that the list wasn't representative? There sre two reasons this isn't 
one. First, there are scores of small items such as seasoning and special delicasies 
Which families buy very seldom, if ever. The importance of such things in a food 
budget is almost infinitesimal, but each one would be as much work to merchants re- 
porting prices as bread or sugar-—actually more work because the merchent knows 
offhand his prices for staple foods and doesn’t have to check them from the books. 
The Bureau of Statistics leaves these items out of its list to save needless work and 
Waste of time, knowing that the accuracy of the index is not lessened by doing this. 


There is no suggestion, however, that these items shouldn't be bought if people like 
then, 


o 


There are other foods omitted, because; strangely enough, the index might become 
less accurete if they were included. This is how it can happen. Many foods have 
wide seasonal price changes, with consumption tending to be greatest when prices are 
low, and lowest when pie are high, Shifts in consumption from season to season 
and year to year, ag crops vary, are £0 grea that it is extremely difficult to 

assign them a cormeat degree of importance in the food budget. Sand of the fresh 
vegetables in particular are not always sold upon a Ses basig, so that price 
changes may actually reflect quantity differences eas well. To fice these items 
might well result in the index becoming less rather pays more accurate. 
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No. 5 — Keeping the Cost of ] Living Index Up to Date 


gone ne these days isn't so simple as it used to be. Wartime scarcities have gj 
made it necessary to get some of our calories and vitamins from different foods than 
those we used to buy. They have ee changes in the clothes we wear and the 
gadgets we use around the home. What has this to do with the cost of living index? 
Quite a bit, because the index budget has to be adjusted just as buying habits have 


to be changes. 


We have sai id that the index continues to measure changes in the cost of a pre- ~— 
wer wage earner's level of living. But this doesn’t mean that the content of the | 


index budget is now the seme ag in 1959. Auto tires, silk stockings, bananas, canned 
beans, and coke are some of the things which have been removed wecdiine most people 
can't buy them now. Tea, coffee, sugar and gasoline form part of another group for. 


which weights have been changed because of rationing. 


The cost of Living index, takes account of these changes, but for every item which 
ice removed or the cuantity reduced, dmouints of other things, equal in cost, are addeq@ 
Silk stockings have been replaced by rayon stockings, the removal of coke has been 
balanced by more coal, more dry beans take the place of canned beans, and so st goes 


Be clear on this ee no change in the index budget reduces the cost of the 
budget when the change is medee 


A further change is to be made in the index budget this month. Fresh fich will@ 
be added to supplement finnan haddie and to replace canned salmon, and the budget | 
quantity of dry beans will be increased. Caggage end carrots algo will be added 
becauce canned vegetables have become less plentiful. Next month when turnips are 
in general supply they too will be included in the index food budget. 
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No. 6 - Prices for th of Li ving Index 

Every month about 2,000 merchants in all parts of Caneda take time out to do a 
task which brings ot no profit and very little thanks. Since the price "ceiling" 
was established, some of them have sugrested it is a useless task. But to other 
millions ef Canadians it is very important, for these merchants are reporting to 
the Bureau of Statistics the prices used in calculeting the cost-of-living index. 
And the index determines changes in the cost-of-living bonuse . 


All kinds of prices are needed for calculating the index--prices for foods, 
clothing, fuel, home furnishings, and health needs, as well as rents, carfare, | 
theatre admissions end many other things totalling in all about 150. Each month the 
merchants send in about 70,000 individual price quotations covering most of these 
ame) Some of them like carfare, and rent change so seldom, it isn't necessary to 

ask for reports every month. . 


a 


\ 


a 


Since the cost-of-living bonus was established people naturally have become very 
interested in these price reports. "Ar ater accurate?" the Bureau of Statistics is 
asked. 


The Bureau believes they ere, and here's why. The prices informetion given by 
individual firme is confidential end bel used for the enforcement of price regule- 
tions. Merchants know this, and in fact, quite often they have asked advice con— 
cerning price problems. People who were oes wrong information would hardly turn 
around and ask us if it was alright to charge such and such a price for a new ship- 
ment of goods. The Bureau constantly checks prices which appear unusual, but if 
they ere confirmed, thet ends the matter. The prices then go into the index 
calculations. 


The Bureau recently has appointed field eames oh in some of the lerger cities to 
have a more complete check upon prices. With very few exceptions, local merchants 
heve given these officers full co-operation. This has confirmed our belief that 
Merchants like most other people are hon nest citizens doing the best job they can 
Mnder difficult wartime conditions. 
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Blo. 7 —~ 1s the Cost-of-Living Budget Too High? 


5 Since the war 
ige 8.5 per cent in 


gust 1943. And that's where a rather involved argument 
ns something like this. 


The pre-war cost of the cost-of-living index budget was $145 
Started the index shows that the cost of this budeect has rige 
sta 


"Before the war the average wage-carner family didn't have $1,453 a year to 
pend. The less you have to spend the Cae the proportion you have to uge buying 
foods which are an absolute necessity. And the wartime rise in foodg has been much 
greater than for other living needs, so if you started with a pre-war budget which 
Was too high, you must have understated the percentege rise in total living costs 
added by foods." 


This is confusing, but if you figure it out you will see it's true. Everything 
Gepends on whether $1,453 really was a fair average for wage-earner family income 
before the war. 


good reason to believe that $1,453 was a fair pre- 
388 reports of annual earnings from more than 6,000 
epee wage-eerner families in 12 cities from Halifax to Vancouver. The next infor- 
mation we have on family earnings is from the 1941 census. By that time more people 
were working and you might expect family earnings to be higher. And that's just whet 
the record showed. In only 2 of the 27 cities with more than 50,000 population did 
Barnings of wage-earner families fall below $1,453, and average family earnings for 
hese 27 cities combined, emounted to more than $1,650. 


The Bureau of Statistics s 
war figure. It was based upon 1: 


Some people apparently confuse individual earnings with family earnings. 
Neturally the earnings of 011 individual workers did not average $1,650. Many 
families have more than Dad contributing to the family exchequer, S0 family earnings 
Will average higher than individual esrnings. The difference between the two is 

Made still greater by the fact that Dad usuelly earns more than other members of hig 
family, Suppose Dad earns $1,400 and son Bill, who ig just starting, gets $800, 
family earnings then total $2,200 but the individual earnings of the two average 

only $1,100. We still think 81,453 was a pretty fair average for pre-war wage-earner 
Pamily living expenditures. 
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